Remembering Jane Mears

Last month long-term WSG member Jane Mears, a former teacher and a PhD
student at King’s College London, died after a long and quietly fought battle with
cancer. WSG members Angela Escott and Elizabeth Eger attended Jane’s funeral at
the Roman Catholic Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, in Hayes, Middlesex,
on behalf of all members of the group. It was a very moving occasion and Angela and
Elizabeth met many of Jane’s friends.

Jane was a regular attendee of WSG seminars in London. She never allowed her
illness to get in the way of a good conversation and her curiosity and warmth will be
much missed. Jane was studying the family of the radical William Cobbett (1763-
1835), especially his wife Anne, about whom not nearly enough is known. She had
conducted extensive archive work and it is hoped that her research will be published
in some form, especially the article she was working on before her death.
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